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Session 3:  Culture’s Home Plate 
•  Teaching: 15 minutes 

“Do what feels good.”  “Does it bring you joy?”  “Do what makes you happy.”  “It’s my opinion.”  These 
can be common thoughts in today’s movies, on news, in politics, in school hallways, and the workplace.  Sadly, 
even among believers, this idea can run deep in a society built around personal freedom.   

In every game there are rules, restrictions, boundaries, and authorities.  In the field of life, we have no authority 
over God to change the rules, restrictions, boundaries, and authorities.    

If you have ever played a game with a young child, you have probably experienced that child trying to change 
the rules to satisfy their every whim.  As a child this can be cute, as an adult, this becomes detrimental.   

Read Psalm 14:1-3.  

In history class you likely learned about the days and gods of mythology.   

Read Romans 1:22-23.  Though our idols may not be carved out of wood, have a lineage of gods and 
goddesses, our idols are as real and misleading.   

Our culture promotes freedom and self-expression as our some of our deepest values.   

Read Psalm 12:4.  What culture decides is right and popular becomes the “lord” or ruler of our society.  Our 
idols may be our ideals, our own desires, our relationships, our career plans, our sport, our interests, or a list of 
other things.  When we select anything as our main pursuit, we then exchange the true “win” of the game with 
things that fall short and lead to a “loss.”   

The world around us will exchange pursuing God with a list of things.  A good job, a good boyfriend/girlfriend, a 
happy family, a full bank account, a respected job, being culturally accepted, and more will become elevated in 
importance, while the game is ultimately lost. 

• Small Group Discussion:  45 minutes

Know God Jesus is on every page of the Bible!  Since we are each corrupt, we each need a Lord AND Savior.   

Read Romans 10:9-10.  To make Jesus your Savior is to admit you need of saving.  To make Jesus your Lord 
is to submit to His authority. 

What have been some of the hardest challenges you’ve faced for being a 

Christian in today’s world?  

Where does this struggle and challenge come from?
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Look again at Psalm 14:1-3  

What does this say about our life when we are not properly contributing to God 

and His Home Plate/His glory?

Look again at Romans 1:22-23.  

What are ways the culture has exchanged the true purpose of why we are here 

with other goals?  

What are ways you are personally tempted to exchange growing in your 

relationship with God for your own interests?

Look again at Psalm 12:4.   

What does it mean for someone to be in “authority?”  In what ways has God been 

removed as the authority?  

How can you personally allow God to be your “authority”?

Discover Purpose and Make a Difference 

Though the world may be inventing or allowing other authorities, we as Christians are called to be different.   

Look again at Romans 10:9-10 

What does it mean to confess Jesus as your Lord?  

What does it mean to believe that Jesus is your Savior, through His resurrection?
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Session #3 Weekly Devotional: Day 1
Read Psalm 14 
 Think about how often your turn from God in your rebellion.  Pray and journal about it. 

F= Focus in your journal by writing the date and the Scripture you’re studying. After you’ve read the passage a few 
times, focus on a verse or two that stands out to you and then write out those verses in your journal. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I = Investigate the context around today’s Scripture reading. To whom was this written? Why? How does this 
passage fit with what comes before and after it? What is the Holy Spirit communicating through this text? Feel free 
to use Bible study tools for commentary: Bible Study Tools, or Easy English Bible. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

R = Respond to the text to make it applicable for your own life. What is God saying to you personally through this 
passage? How can you apply what you’ve read?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E = Engage God. This can either be a short prayer or an action that you can take that day after reading the text. Is 
there a command to follow in the text? How are you different because of what you’ve learned? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Session #3 Weekly Devotional: Day 2

Read Romans 1:18-32 
 Journal about growing closer to God and what you need to do that.   

F= Focus in your journal by writing the date and the Scripture you’re studying. After you’ve read the passage a few 
times, focus on a verse or two that stands out to you and then write out those verses in your journal. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I = Investigate the context around today’s Scripture reading. To whom was this written? Why? How does this 
passage fit with what comes before and after it? What is the Holy Spirit communicating through this text? Feel free 
to use Bible study tools for commentary: Bible Study Tools, or Easy English Bible. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

R = Respond to the text to make it applicable for your own life. What is God saying to you personally through this 
passage? How can you apply what you’ve read?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E = Engage God. This can either be a short prayer or an action that you can take that day after reading the text. Is 
there a command to follow in the text? How are you different because of what you’ve learned? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Session #3 Weekly Devotional: Day 3

Read Psalm 12 
Do you struggle with “lies?”  We all do from time to time, but if we don’t stop, it will keep us from growing with 
God! 
  

F= Focus in your journal by writing the date and the Scripture you’re studying. After you’ve read the passage a few 
times, focus on a verse or two that stands out to you and then write out those verses in your journal. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I = Investigate the context around today’s Scripture reading. To whom was this written? Why? How does this 
passage fit with what comes before and after it? What is the Holy Spirit communicating through this text? Feel free 
to use Bible study tools for commentary: Bible Study Tools, or Easy English Bible. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

R = Respond to the text to make it applicable for your own life. What is God saying to you personally through this 
passage? How can you apply what you’ve read?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E = Engage God. This can either be a short prayer or an action that you can take that day after reading the text. Is 
there a command to follow in the text? How are you different because of what you’ve learned? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Session #3 Weekly Devotional: Day 4

Read Romans 10 
To make Jesus your Lord is to submit to His authority. Journal about submission. 

F= Focus in your journal by writing the date and the Scripture you’re studying. After you’ve read the passage a few 
times, focus on a verse or two that stands out to you and then write out those verses in your journal. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I = Investigate the context around today’s Scripture reading. To whom was this written? Why? How does this 
passage fit with what comes before and after it? What is the Holy Spirit communicating through this text? Feel free 
to use Bible study tools for commentary: Bible Study Tools, or Easy English Bible. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

R = Respond to the text to make it applicable for your own life. What is God saying to you personally through this 
passage? How can you apply what you’ve read?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E = Engage God. This can either be a short prayer or an action that you can take that day after reading the text. Is 
there a command to follow in the text? How are you different because of what you’ve learned? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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